“Ah, thal Volce!™ erfod Amber n
sxanperation. T grow weary of ithe
word, Rem Wath™

“That wmay well bs” roturnod the

Imparturbable. “None tha less
wers woll for you to have & enre
you fondle the revolver in your
pocket, sabih. Bhould It br chance
€0 OFf and the buliel find Jodgment In
toognwraliah, you are ks to
more of that Voles, snd from

Saxus friendly lps™

“I think you have eyes In the back
«of your head Iam Nath" Amber
withdrew his hand {from his coal
pocket and laughed shortly as b
-ayoke

“Phere ls & saying In this country,
-gulilh, that even ths atonea in the
iflenert have ears to hear and eyea to
w00 and tongues withal to tell what
‘they bave seen and heard”

“Abnl |, That s a wiss sny
g, Rarma Noth™ :

“Thers he those | could name who
‘wwould do well to Iay that saylng to
Wesdrt, suhib”

“You are right, indand. . . . Now
¥ thare be aught of truth (o that say-
ing, and M ope were nnwizaly 1o
apoak a certain nama, even here—"

“The echo of that name might be
feurd beyond the threshold of s cor-
taln datewasy, salifb”

Ambar grunied and auld ns mors,
oontented nnw wilth the Assursnce
¢hist be was In truth In touch with
Cabieriouche, that this Ram Nath wan
1 smiployee of the . B 8, The wink
whs now sxplained sway with all the
drest of the touga wallah's churllsh-
‘nens,

An the tomga gwilftly lessened the dls-
stance, hia gare, penetrating the thin.
wing folda, discornsd the contours of
* cotion-wiln drawn by twin stunted
Pullocks, putisol noses to the grotnd,
falls aswitch. Doside his cattle the
ariver plodded, gond In hand, a naked
eword upon hie hip.

Delibarately enough (ks conrier
sworved his boasts aslde to make way
for the touga, leat by undue haste ho
‘should maks bimssil seem other than

what he was—a free man and =
Bajput. But when his fierce, bawk-
dike eyes encountared thoss of the
dak traveler, Lils attituds changod ou
viously and compiotely. Hecoguition
and reversnos fought with surprise in
®ls exprossion, and ad Ram Nath
awung the longs past thé man sa-
fnamad profoundly His volee, ns he
fose, came after them, resonant and
clear:

"Hall, thou Chosen of the Cateway!
Hanli"

Amber nelther turned to look nor
meplied. But bl frown despaned, The
focident passed into bis  histery,
quarked only by the terse comment It
sdducad from Ram Nath-—words which
were fiung curtly aver tbe tongn
wallah's shoulder: “EHyes to sea and
oure to hear and & tougue withal . .
~ aabibi™

The Virginlan sald nothing. But It
was In his mind thet he bhad Indeed
ehrust his head [nlo the lpu's moulh
by thus sdventoring Into the verrd-
dory which every fostinet of csutlion
aud colmmonsonss proclalmed taboo
to him—tha eratwhile kingdom of the
Mabarana Har Dyal Rutton,

CHAPTER Xil

The Long Day.

One travols dak by relays casually
dispossd nlong the ronie st the whim
of the zatve conlraclor. Balwesn
w Juuetion and Kuttarpur
f were ton slages, of which the con
«plusion of Lhe firsl was al hand—Am-
‘Ber haviog all bol adandoned bellef
M lis existonce.

Blummulng recklessly down tha bed
-of an apeieat water courae, the tongs
gpun seddunly upon ons whesl round
& aboullar of tha banks &nd danked
+out npas & rolling plaln, scross which
“the trall pouked to other farther nlils
Ahat lay @l asd Jow, & wavy Une of
m the Lorisoo—Ale bills Im

!Jfr.

-&§5§!i 
£Z.2
§ 4B
E

1
|
i}
i
b

AR | -
hl\ib-l‘ HT'-!&-"-

{:
ol
L3

i
il
i
5

'§~
]

gﬁ' |
g
i

|
|

E
§
£
§

i
i EE.
i,
et

:

L
E‘
:

g
i

i
|
1

“Bahiba”™ protested Ram Nath, with
n greal show of deference, “how
shodld I know? Ballke ho is in Bad-
shal Jungtion, whither he 'returned
very Inte last night, belng travel-worm
and woary, and wheare 1 loft him, b
ing sent with this excellent tonga to
take hia place”™

"You waral! And why have I heen
doetalned here, alons and unprotacted,
thia long night? Blmply because that
other tonga-wallah was a fool, am 1
to be lmposed upon in this fashlonT'
“What am L" whimperad Itaum Nath,
“to endure the wrath of the uahliba for
A fault that Is nons of mine?™

"l beg your pardon, sir,” sald the
girl, turnfog to Amber, "but It 1a very
sunoying.” She looked bim over, first
with abstraction, then with & puzsled
gathering of ber brows, for he was
far from bher thoughts—the lust per
son she would have expeciad Lo meet
in that place, pod very effectually dis
gulsed In dust and dirt banldes. “The
tire chme off ths wheel just an we gol
bere, Inta yeuterday ovening, snd In
trying, ar protending to try, to fit 1t
on again, that bloek-head of & tonga.
wallah hammerod the rim with a rock
na blg mp his head and baturally
smushed It to kindling-wood Then,
befare I could stop him, he fung him-
sell on the back of a pony nud went
nway, saying that 1t wus the will of
God thut e shonld return o Badshah
for & better tongn Since when I
have bad for company one stable
seye, one dbafund-dumd patriarch of
n khansamah and . . . the usual
dak-bungalow discomlorts — inarcts,
bad food, and m térrible fear of da
colta

"I min o sorry, Misa Farrell” Am-
ber put in. “If 1 bhad only been
here . . 7 1’

The gir! gave a litle ganp and snb
down abruptly io one of the verands
chalrs, thereby threatening it with
instunt dewolition and herself with =
bad splli; for the chalr waa feeble
with the burden of Its many years,
and she was a quite substantial young
peérgon. Indead, so loudly did itcroak
A protest apd s warning that she im-
wadiately wrose In alarm,

"Mr. Amber!"™ wshe
l?“.'eu < L . :‘1

"You'll forgltvye me the surprisa™
he begged, going up on the rveranda
to her. "1 myssif bad no hope of
fOnding you here"

“But she protesisd, with & prelty
flush of ecolor—"but 1 left you In the
Hiates such a Uille while ago!™

“You?" hs sald gravely. "It seemn
o long to me. And when
you bad goune, long Inland wus & very
lonely place Indeed,” be added, with
calculatod tmpudence.

Her color dsepened and she sought
another chalr, seating herself with
gingerly declaion. "I'm wsura you
don't medd ma to assume that you've
followed me half round the world?™

“Why mnot?™ He brooght another
chiir to Ince hor, "Besldes, T haven't
setn anyibing of India for &
pood many yoars.™

“Mr. Amber!™

“Ma'amT’ he counlersd with affects
od humility.

“You're spolling 1t all. 1 was eo
glad to see you—I'd have becn glad
lo peés any white man, of course—"

“Much obliged, I'mi gure.™

“And now you're notunlly firting
with me—or pretendiog to”

“I'tn pol,” Ba declared soherly. “As
a matter of nolemn fuct, 1 hed to
comse 1o Indis*

sild; and,
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come on alone,

23 though he bad delibermtely made

worthy busled himself woperintending
the harnessing In of freah ponles, gon-

dent” had been onrsfully planned by
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*You wers (o jola your father ia
Durjeeling, 1 bolleveT' bhe couunlered,

“But 1 found he'd boen tranaferred
unexpectediy to Kuttarpur. Bo, of
oourse, I had to follow, [ telagraph-
od him day bafors yestsrday when I
was o arrive of Badehah Junction,
and natarally sxpected he'd come in
person ar have gome oOne mueel me,
bul 1 préasuise e mesange wunl have
gone astray, At all eventa there was
no one thers for me and 1 had to
s hardly been &
plaasant experience; that [neompe-
tent tonga-wallsh behaved preclssly

up his mind to delay me . . .
And the tongn's nearly resdy; I must
lotk my kitbag."”

Bhe went loto the bumgslow, leavr
Iag him thoughtful, for perhapn. . .
. But the back of Ram Nath. as that

vured (o him no support of his haif.
cradited tirpotheosis that this “nmcol-

Labertouche
benafit,
The girl joined him on the veranda

for Amber's especial

in due course, very,k demure and
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The girl kept him waliing but & I
while, Tacking the attantions of
an ayal, she had probably besn un
abls to buthe so sxtensively asn he,

§

meanursbly more happy stata of body
and mind, calling up to him the slme
ile, atronger than any other, of & tall,
falr 1lly after & morning shower, Aad
whe wos in a bewitching hwmor, one
thit Ingenvously euough sutceeded
in ontsogling him move theroughly
than ever befors In the web of har
fascinationz, Ovar nn execrabls eur
ry of stringy fowl and gquestionable
rios, sked out with tea and tinned
delicacies of thelr ewn, thelr chatier,
at the begioning suficlently gay and
inconseguent, drifted by Imper-
ceptible and unsuspeciad gradations
parilously eclase to tha nhoals of In-
timacy. And subsaquently, when they
Bad packed themselves back Into Lhe
narrow tonga seat and sgala werw be-
ing bounced and juggled broathlesaly
over shocking ronda, the exchange of
confidenoes coutinued. with unabated
Interast,

¥or all the talot wpom bar pedl
gree, shs proved herwell to Amber st
heart a slmple, lonaly Englishworian
—& atranger 1n & sullen snd suspl
clous land, desiring wnothing belter
than 1o returs to England ahe bad
soen and lsarned to love, the England
of ample lawns, of boxhedgos, and
Innes, of traveled Righways, pave
ments snd guelights, of shops and
Ltheatern, of home mnd family tes

But India abe knew. “I sometimeos
fancy,” she told bim with the con-
nolpus lsugh that deprecatns a con-
fessed aupersiition, "that I must have
lived here io some past Inoarnation.™
She paused, but ke did not apeak. “Do
you balleve n rolnoarnation
Agaln he hmd no mopawer for ber,

though temporarily he saw the dny-
light s darkness.

“It's hard o lHve

Night overtonk (he tongs whes ﬂ'
wan close upon Kutisrpur, swooping
down wpon the world lke s blankst
of darknoss, st tha moment that (ke
finel relay of ponjes was belog hitoks
ed In,

With fresh poniss the tomgx took
{be read with a wild initial ruch
soon to ba moderated, when it began
to ollmd tha last atosp grade to the
pass that gives ncoess (o Kultarpur
from the south, For an bour the road
tollod up and ever upward; wlesp
olifts of rook crowded it, threatening
to push It over Iuta hlack abysnes, of
to choke it off botwean towering
formidable walle. It swerved sud:
denly lnto a broad, clear space. The
tonga paused. Voluntarily Ram Nath
spoks for aimost the first tioe since
mornlog.

“Kollarpur,” be said, with a wave
of his whip.

Aloot, nusters and haughty, the City
of Bwords alts ln the mouth of & re
vine so narrow that & wall ho more
than 100 yurds In Jength 1s suffcient
to msal its southerly approach Be
nesth thia wall, Lo one side of the
city gats, s river flowa from the lake
that I8 Kultarpur's obicfest boauty,

Northwards the palace of Khandw
wars kings stands, exquisite, rare,
and marvellous, unlike any other
bullding in the world White, all
whits, from the lnke that wiahes Its
lowsat walls to the oremellatsd rim
of it highest yucf, It sweeps upward
in breathdaking steps and wide ter
ruces to the crest of the weatern bill,
Into which It burrows, from which it
springs; a vast enlgma propounded
fn white marbls without & note of
oolor save where Lhe follage of A hid
den garden peeps over the edge of &
jeslous wmorsen—a hundred |mposing
mansjons merged Into one mwonstrous
and lmperial mase,

But for a moment wers thay pen
mittsd to gase in wonderment; Ram
Nath had little patience. When he
chose Lo, he applied his whip and the
potiles atretehed out, the tonga plung
ing on their heela down the ateap hill
alde, like an ungovernsd, upgovern |
able thing, maddened. Within a quan
ter of nn hour they were careering
through tha clity of téota on the paric
od plain before the southern wall In
five minutes more they drow up at the
maln clty gote to parley with the
Quarter Guard

Hére they wuflered an exasperaling
delay It appeared that the galed
wure ahut at sundown, In deference
Lo cuwtom lmmemnrinl. Petween that
hour snd sunrise none were permitied
to pass e¢lthar In or out without the
express sanction of the Hiata, The
canmander of the guard inetituled
an impudeut ontechism, in reaponse to
which Mam Nath discoversd the sew
ernl identities nand estntes of hin
HArges The commander recelved
tha ioformption with Impartial sgqua-
nimity mnd rotdred within the eity to
comfer with hin soperiors. After Fome

sweet o look upon ‘o her travellng
drens of light pongeo and ber pith
belmet, whose green underbrim and
puggaree served very handsomely Lo
sot off ber falr coloring. If sheover
lopked the adoration of his oyes, she
wis rathor Jesn than woman: for it
wans in them, plain to be ween for the
looking. The kbavsamsbh [(ollowed
her from the buogslow, stugsering
under the welght of har box and kit-
bag, and with Ram Naih's eurly ns
slutancs mads them fust to the fromt
seat, while Amber gave the girl his
hond to belp her to her place, eEnd
Hfted himeelf (o bar side In & wute
glow of ocatany. Fate, ho thought
with reason, was most kind o him,

Ther rattled bheadlong from the
compound, making for the distant
hilla of bloe. Amber wis seated with
the woman who was o be his wife,

The second atags wors away with-
out & doxem words passing belweon
them,; sc also the third. The pauscs
were brisf enough. the ponlos belng
exchunged with gratifylng dispateh.
The touga would pull up, Kam Nath
would jump down and In »
brace of miputes or littie more the
vehldle would ba en routo agaln, Am-
bar eogngod with the infAinlte ramifcw.
tions of this labryrinthal riddle of his,
and the girl Ingensibly rielding to the
need of slesp, She pasasd, at length,
Into sound unconsglousnnas,

Sha roused fApally very much re
freabed for the widday bhalt for rest

"You had to?"
“On s matter of serfous buniness.
Please dou't mak me what, just yot:

thinking. Thin  bappy Iooldent—t
count mymell a vory happy ian to

my errand the more pleasant.”

bavs bien eo fortunnte—only mubkes ous earthon

land bar browu sres sadats with treme of oalling

and tiMop, which they passed at one
of the convetitional bungelows, In

Inmh!.nl particularly unlike its fcllowa
but We very sevioud, te my way of unless It wers that they enjoyed, be

fore My, the gorgeous luxury of
plenty of clean water, cooled 1 por-
furs. Amber, over
wholmmed by the Swcovery of (his

"I Myself Mad No Hops of Finding You Here™

here for long and resist belfef o 1L

But as & matter of ftact | seem
to understand these people hatter
thinn they're understood by most of
my peopie. Don't you think it curl-
ous? Porhaps It's merely Intuition—"

“Thnt's the birthright of your sex”
be Eald, rousning. *On the other hand,
you have to remember that your fa-
ther I one of & family that for gen-
arntions has served ithe Empirs And
your motherT"

“She, too, came of sn AngloIndlan
family. Indeed, they et and Dourted
here, though they were married in
Eogiand. . . . So you think my
Inglght Into natlve characler m sort
of birthright—a sense inherited ™

“"Perbapsa—something of the sort™

“You may bhe right We'll never
know. At nll events, | seem to have
R mors-—more painful comprebhension
of the natlve than most of the English
in this country have; I seam to fe=l,
to sense thelr motives, thelr desaires,
napirations, even somelimes thelr une
tranglatable thoughts, 1 bellove 1 un
dersiand perfeotly their fesling to
wurd us, the governlng race.”

“Then” anid Amber, “you know
something his Higuness the Viceroy
Blmaelf would give hls esusn to be
sure of."

“1 know that; but I do™

"Apd that feeling st

“Not love, Mr, Amber."”

"Very much to the contrary—7

"Very wmuch.,” ahe auffirmed with
doop conviction

“This ‘Todinn usnrest’ one teadn of
In the papers 18 wot mere goselp,
then "

“AnYthing but that; fi's the hidden
fire stirring within the wvoleasno we
{ald gurselves wus dead. The guist
s e laat BE yoars kas been not

Ahe od blm intently, chfn to | abundanca, promptly went to the =% | rostant but slamber: desp down theve
regard the khansamah o | has always besa the fire, slow. deadlz,

time a troopesr was sent to advise the
travelers that the tongn would he
permitted to onter with the undor

wiandling that the nuaccreidited Eng
| Ushmpn (meaning Amler) wauld cone
| nont to lodge for the night in no other
spol than the Sinle resthoupss beyond

the northern limits of the clty

Abruptly the peace of the night was
aphattered, and ths bhum of the en
| camproent behind them with the roar
of the clity befors them was dwarfod,
by & dull and thunderous detonation
of ceannon f{rom a terrace of the pal
alee, The tongn ponles reared and |
plungod, Ram Nath mastering them
with much difculty. Bophin was
startled, and Amboar bimsell strred
uneas!ly ao bhls parch. I

"What gow?" he grumbled, *You'd
think we were visitors of state and
hed to be durbarred!”

Far up on tle hulghts & second red

fame s=tabbed the night, and agnin
the thunder pealed. Thereafter gun
after gun ballowed at Imporativa,

intaly Intervals.

"Fifteen™ Amber announced after
8 tlme. “Ian't (his something ex
trnordinary, Miss Farrell?
“Parhaps,” she wuggested, “thers's
a pative potentate arriving at the
northern gote Theyra wvory puno
titlous adout elr  salutes, you
know.”

Another craali slienced her. Am-
Ihor continued to count “Twenlyone™
| he snld when It seomod that there was

o be no more casnonading “lmn's
| that » royal salute?”

l “Yen,” sald the girl; “four more
guns than the Maharana of Khands |
| war himnelf 1s entitled to.”

“How do you explain 1tT"

“1 don’l" she replled slmply.
youi™

He was dumb. Could it ba possible
that ihis imperial greeting wes 18-
tended for the man supposed to be
the Maharaon of Ehandawar—Har
Dyal Rutten? He glanced shiarply af
the girl, hut her face was shadewed)
and he belisved abe wuwpectsd noth-
lug.

A great hush had fallem, replaciug
the rolling thunder of the stuts ord-
natice. Ewén the volee of the city
seemed moderats, aubdued. In wf
Inncs the wassive gates studded wilh
gharptoothed <¢lephantaplhos swubg
apen.

With a grunt, Ram Nath cracked
fits whiplsah und the tongn sped inte
tha eity. Amber bant forward.

"Whut's Lthe name of that gnate,
Bam Nath—II rou happoen to knowr

“That” sald the tunga-wallsh in »
level velee, "o Xnown as the Uateway
of Bwords, sahib” He added In bia
own gooll time: “But not the Gate
way of Bworda*

Amber fallgd 1o educe from him any
watialnctory stplanation of Wils edphle
uilarines,

n(a“'

vy LA

P S L b

T wukkin' hahd en I wukkin® long-—
Hun' dem clock han's roun',
I goundin' good en I poundin’® strong—
fen' dem <lock Han'a rousd’ L
Ot hﬂnr dnt wione en bring dat san’,
L]

En roll hyah ter de wubkin® man,
En s day's wuk all 1 can sian‘—
Ben' dem clock han's round’,

1 wuk las" woek twell 1 got mal pay-—
Ben' dem alock han's roun',
1 got mak W1 o dojlab-ar-day—
Hén' dem glovk han's rotn’,
1 roll dem bones, an dew don't roll rimht,
I done th'ow motkeyd en hab er fight,
But 1 awine th'ow sebban termaorrer nlght
Ben' detn clook han's roun'l

Dh, wuk llea din-Nit ain* no fab—
fan' dem clock ban's round’,

flut de mousy nhe wien [ te done—
Bon® dem vlnok han's reoussd'.

On, bedng At asphalt down de Nins,

En' roll her wmoeve twell ahe lookin'

None—

Termorrer :-.'.rhl I rools fer mine—

Ben® dam clogk han's roun'!

BEVERE.

——

says the in
dividunl with the prper, "in golug o
b married In jall two woeks before

“A ‘mun In Baltimore,”

he Is hang"™

“And yel growia Lhe bald-hended
wnn on the erackor burrel, “the ©onm
ptltution of the Unltod Btates declarses
that no peragm shall he Ebjected (o
nny orusl or ununual form of puniah
LTI My

Just So.
whal eritie-eyes we view
Aundd how we Frown and look ashancs
Al folk who do what we would do
If plazed In Lo same cicumstance.

O, whn

Edison,

Mr, Thomas A Edison sayd we slgep
too much.

Mr. Edlson the

fnvented phono-

graph. 'Those who llve next door o
a phonograph which |8 addleted to
"Alezander's  Rugtime Dand will

laugh raucoanly.

But Mr. Hdison alse Invented the
olectrie  Ught. And you eannot, or
noed not, burn eleciric lighis when

you sleop,
It may be that Mr. Bdiason In talk.
Ing businues, und not philowsphy

He Read the Papers.

Carofully wrapping up the packags
of rat poleom, the dArugelst sticks
thereon & lwocent stamp Instend of
the ennvantional shull nand erossbones,

“Why don’t you put on the regular
Inhel ™ anks the cuitomer

“Why, since there have been Eo
many cuwes of polsoning by mall” ox
plainn the drugplst, “wa Bad that the

atnmp  replnces the convenlonal
warnlng in a wmuch more wNective
manner,” 1

Then he charged the cumtumer 80
cenln Tor (the stamp

Naturaliy,

“That son of n gun” says our wild
and woolly friend durlug the melae in
the Diue Goose saloon, “shoots  too
wudden,”

“YOF eourne,” wo comment from our
ceolgn of vontage bonesth (he table
"being u son of & g, R you say, ne
wouiid ba quick on the triggey ™

Wherest our wild and woally friend
glves veant to hiW regret that be hng
umpitied -hia vevoiver and has up Bt
ridges 1eftL Lo Nre st ua

Stumped Him,
“Hut,” oblecled the great edijop, ¥
told you to draw we & sartooy Al ane
ble (o tha coal trast. 1y Lthiy the best

e

you ean do?

“Whni better do you want?' sgked
the curtoonist, “Thls ropresasis tha
devil up » troat™

FhitbenrQ R b




